North Carolina Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster
Quarterly Meeting

April 21, 2015

Welcome

Rick Schou of the American Red Cross welcomed the group to the Red Cross Facility.

President’s Message

President Cliff Harvell stressed the importance of dues payments which are no longer optional. He also announced the 2015 Officers:
· Cliff Harvell President

· Harold Swinson, Vice President

· Jere Snyder, Treasurer

Organizational Reports

Marti Morris, NC211, reported that the 211 Health and Human Services 24-hour referral line continues to be available.

Jason Sutherland, Samaritan’s Purse, reported that they are working in Illinois on tornado recovery, wrapping up this week; Oklahoma and New Jersey projects are complete, and New York is about to be completed. They are starting work in Mississippi and Alabama.

Consuelo Kwee, Catholic Raleigh Diocese, reported that they are getting started on their role in long-term disaster recovery.

Daniel Altenau, Catholic Raleigh Diocese, confirmed Consuelo’s report.

Cindy Becker, Hope Animal-Assisted Crisis Response, reported that they continue to provide comfort and encouragement via dogs.

Larry Marks, Wake Interfaith Disaster Team, reported that response to the Preparing an Emergency Operations Plan for your House of Worship workshop presented sixteen months ago continues. Wake Interfaith will present this information on request.
Lesli Remaly, FEMA Voluntary Agency Liaison (VAL), reported that Preliminary Damage Assessments were being conducted in Kentucky. She plans to attend the National VOAD conference. A new VAL, Jim Davis, will focus in Kentucky, Tennessee, and Florida. Larry Buckner will focus on Alabama and Mississippi. There is an opening for a Mass Care Specialist.

Harold Swinson, Harvest Connection, reported that they are preparing equipment for this year’s storm season. Harvest Connection will offer CERT training, open to the public, May 14-16 at their facility. The times are Thursday 6pm-9pm, Friday and Saturday, 9am-5pm. Registration is online.

Jill Nothstine, Lutheran Disaster Coalition, reported that they are regrouping and getting started on being able to respond.

Jere Snyder, Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, reported that they are assessing congregational skills. Jere inserted the Treasurer’s Report at this point
· Only a few $100 dues payments have been received since the last meeting

· There have been $411 in expenses since the last meeting:

· $360 for insurance

· $51 for deposit slips
Mike Patterson, The Salvation Army, gave an overview of the operation. Mike is The Slavation Army Disaster Services Director for North and South Carolina. There are sixty local Salvation Army operations in the two states. They may be located at http://www.SalvationArmyCarolinas.org. There are no current disaster response/recovery operations in progress but lots of training is being carried out.

Roy St. John, Gleaning for the World, reported that his organization is active in Virginia. This is their first visit to North Carolina. They are currently active in Central America.

Joe Stanton, North Carolina Emergency Management, reported that an Individual Assistance Preliminary Damage Assessment (IAPDA) is under development. The collected data would tie into the EOC. Damaged areas could be located by WebEOC. Public Assistance and Hazard Mitigation grants are being disbursed. Ten areas are still open. NCEM is disbursing tens of millions of dollars. The Floyd and Frances housing program is being closed. A Recovery Planning Program will be released—how to develop a recovery program. They are requesting a grant for development for Irene and tornadoes damage. Five community meetings have been held on this program. Tomorrow training on Public Assistance will be delivered to Emergency Managers.
Phil Triplett, Brenda Morris, North Carolina Emergency Management, Individual Assistance, reported that all recoveries have been wrapped up.

Warren Moore, North Carolina Emergency Management, reported that the state can render Individual Assistance under a declaration by the governor. Five such instances have occurred since 2002. These can only be realized successfully with NC VOAD support.
 Abby Cameron, North Carolina Emergency Management, reported that her function is not activated and is available.

Ann Huffman, North Carolina Conference, United Methodist Church, reported that they are still rendering recovery assistance to families affected by Hurricane Irene and tornadoes. Volunteers are needed.

Bill Martin, North Carolina Baptist Men, reported that they are training in mass feeding, response, and recovery. Crews are working in New York, New Jersey, and Elizabeth City, all of which are about to finish. An Assessment Team is active in Rodanthe?
Aaron Marshall, Team Rubicon, reported that they use veterans with skills to perform recovery operations. They are hosting an ICS300 class. They currently have two operations in Region III., damage assessments of West Virginia flooding and DeKalb county tornadoes.

Faye Stone, Disaster Services Consultant, reported that she is consulting with the Governor’s office on donations. She is working with NC Emergency Management on a Business EOC and managing donations for response and recovery.

George Strunk, NC VOAD Emergency Response Team, reported that he and Larry Marks will man the EOC in emergencies. They have been participating in monthly exercises. George is on the NC Long-Term Recovery Committee and the National VOAD Long-Term Recovery Committee. There are currently three active Long-Term Recovery Groups in Bertie, Bladen, and Cumberland Counties. Some regional VOADs are active in North Carolina. The Cumberland County group held a Disaster Expo on April 11. National VOAD is working with Detroit to restart their Long-Term Recovery Group after the Fall 2014 flooding.
Cliff Harvell, President, NC VOAD, reminded attendees that since a recent change in NC VOAD Bylaws, regional VOADs may be NC VOAD members. He recognized George Strunk and Larry Marks for maintaining the NC VOAD website.
Rick Schou, American Red Cross Disaster Director for Western NC, (Mary Donny is the Disaster Director for Eastern NC), reported that they are currently responding to mostly residential and apartment fires. They are deploying people to other states including New York and New Jersey (Hurricane Sandy) and Colorado (flooding) and wrapping up recovery from Hurricane Irene in eastern NC.
Howard Jones, American Red Cross, is serving as the liaison to government and non-governmental agencies.

Lesli Remaly, FEMA Voluntary Agency Liaison (VAL), added that a FEMA team is currently doing shelter assessments in eastern NC.

Cliff Harvell, North Carolina Conference United Methodist Church, reported that the 645th home damaged by Hurricane Irene has been rebuilt. Ten new homes were built. Two homes damaged by the April 2014 homes have been completed. Twenty rebuilds have been started. They desperately need volunteers and funding.

Announcements

Cliff Harvell reminded attendees of the National VOAD Conference in New Orleans, LA on May 11-14. He also reminded them of the next quarterly NC VOAD meeting to be held on June 23, at 10 am in the Emergency Operations Center in Raleigh. Note that Cliff later corrected the date to July 21. Cliff also reminded attendees of the subsequent quarterly meeting at the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association in Charlotte in November. Note that this meeting will be held on October 20.
The formal meeting was recessed. The group continued with a tabletop exercise led by Greg Mack. The exercise simulated response and early recovery operations to a hurricane. This exercise is discussed an addendum published separately.

Adjournment

Cliff Harvell asked for applause recognizing the great program presented by Greg Mack and the effort that went into it. He thanked attendees for their presence. He reminded members of the next meeting. [Secretary’s note: the correct information for the next meeting is July 21, 10am, at the EOC in Raleigh.]
Respectfully submitted,

Laurence Marks
