North Carolina Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster
Quarterly Meeting

October 20, 2015

Welcome NCVOAD Organizations

The meeting was called to order at president Cliff Harvell and Jack Monday welcomed us to their Headquarters and gave a brief introduction to their current activities. 
Prayer and Introductions

The invocation was delivered by Cliff Harvell. Attendees (see attendance sheet) introduced themselves.

Minutes

Approval of the previous meeting minutes was deferred. Attendees were asked to read the minutes posted on the web site and notify us of errors or suggested changes.

Treasurer’s Report

The Treasurer’s Report was presented with a chart listing members that were current.

Old Business

1. Cliff reminded each member agency of the expectation to submit a completed membership application annually to assure that contact information is current. Annual dues payments are no longer optional, although organizations should contact Cliff if they are unable to pay.
2. Ann Huffman reported that the Disaster Case Management Plan is complete and has been reviewed by our FEMA Voluntary Agency Liaisons at Region IV. Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Raleigh has agreed to do the Case Management leadership piece. The document is ready for review by NCEM following review at the Board meeting on Nov. 10th.

3. Cliff briefed us on the FEMA Conference that he attended in August. The latest Alabama experience was reviewed and as a result of this he was more confident in our plan for response and recovery and thanked everyone for their input to those plans over time.  
New Business
1. Report: Hurricane Joaquin / Stationary Front Record Rainfall. Phil Triplett reported that 15 homes were affected in Brunswick County and Onslow, Pender and Carteret Counties declined state assessments. Cliff commented on rain amounts. NCBM worked for about a week and cleaned out 21 homes. Methodist and Baptist teams are tracking progress and will let other organizations know about unmet needs. One interesting observation is that following all of the storms of the 90s, it appears that mitigation efforts that were taken have helped in decreasing damage. Counties will need to take the lead in this event. Faye Stone said she thought our Conference Call went well. Abby Cameron briefed the EOC activation and VOAD participation and praised the efforts of NC VOAD organizations for their efforts. She stated that NCEM was pleased with decisions and actions taken. Phil Triplett added kudos from the Individual Assistance Branch.
2. Cliff said the board had met and a nomination committee was working on the slate of members to be elected in January and then the Board will elect officers. He read Director Sprayberrys’ October 16th email regarding the event.

Program


Christine Mullarkey, NC Public Health Preparedness and Response spoke about the need to develop a state plan for Mass Casualties without Emergency Operations Center activation or a major event. George Strunk mentioned that NC VOAD Agencies already had experience; Baptist Bus crash in Tennessee and Kinston Park Pharmaceutical Plant fire. Jeff Nabors discussed the Oregon shooting event from his perspective: EM was slammed, area blocked off and students were transported to an outside location with the last bus met by everyone in town, without chaplains present or privacy. Local churches knew of BGEA capabilities and requested their help. US Dept of Public Health Commission Corps certified counselors and worked with authorities. Meetings wer haphazard and the faith community was initially excluded. Christine will send out a survey to members.
Member Organization Reports

Marti Morris, NC United Way—211, reported that they now cover the whole state, gained confidence with many shelter calls during last event and they are working with the Homeless Coalition on new possibilities.

 Phil Triplett, North Carolina Emergency Management, Individual Assistance Branch, noted that Warren and Brenda were working in the SC Joint Field Office (JFO) helping with their recovery.

Roy St. John, Gleaning for the World, reported that they have sent water, food and c leaning materials to SC. Their international work continues. They are located in Concord, VA.

Steve Reavis, North Carolina Baptist Men, worked 3 sites in SC doing recovery, cleanup crews and mass feeding. They anticipate possible increased need in Myrtle Beach once the water goes down.

Ann Huffman, NC Conference, United Methodist Church, reported that they are working on repairs from Hurricane Irene and the 2014 tornados. There jobs remaining and money is running out. Expect to end work at years’ end.  

The Conference is assisting the SC Conference with assessments and Early Response Teams (ERTs) and working with North Carolina Baptist Men.

Cindy Becker, Hope Animal Crisis Response (Hope ACR),  reported that they are working in 7 SC counties, were in Charleston after the shootings and Texas responding to fires.

Abby Cameron, NC Emergency Management, reported the success at the NCEM Conference this year – chairs had to be brought in.
Daniel Altenau, Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Raleigh, reported that they were looking for unmet needs in NC following the recent event.

Jere Snyder, Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, reported that their Stakes were notified and responded well. Crisis Caller was used to notify congregants and determine needs. Cliff added that the system Crisis Caller was working very well in SC.

Faye Stone, Contract Consultant introduced Kyle Van Dusen of the Governor’s Office and indicated that they monitored for donations management and expected she might go to SC to assist there.

George Strunk, NC VOAD Long Term Recovery Committee, offered Kudos to the State for watching both East and West for potential damage on the last event.

Jason Sutherland, Samaritan’s Purse, reported that they are wrapped up in deployments in Texas, and working in Alaska.

Jeff Nabors, Billy Graham Evangelistic Association (BGEA), reported that they are working fires, shooting, and SC. Their retreat for Law Enforcement is fully booked and they are hoping it will be a great success.
A group discussion of SC support erupted and Cliff offered up an atta boy for being one of two states in FEMA Region IV that mirrors the FEMA declaration process.

Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 12:00 and lunch was graciously provided by BGEA.
Respectfully submitted,

George Strunk
